Hepatic angiosarcoma associated with short-term arsenic ingestion.
In a 45 year old man, hepatic angiosarcoma developed 33 years after medicinal arsenic ingestion of only six months' duration. In addition, the patient had a history of basal cell carcinomas without having had excessive sunlight exposure. Factor VIII staining of the tumor supports an endothelial cell origin of the tumor. The development of skin cancers and hepatic angiosarcoma in this patient suggests that there may be no safe threshold of arsenic exposure. A careful history concerning even short-term arsenic exposure in all patients with hepatic angiosarcoma may uncover more examples of this association.